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thit any inflammation manifesting itself on the skin may be
arrested by covering the inflamed integuments with an adhe-
sive compound, which will wholly and effectually prevent the
contact of atmospheric air. This idea has been suggested to
him by the experiments of Dr. Fourcault, who used to pro-
duce great disturbance of internal organs upon animals, which
he painted all over with a resinous and adhesive compound.
M. Latour formerly used gum to cover the parts, but has
now substituted collodion for it-two cases of erysipelas were
cited, which, being treated in this way, were well in a few
days.

Reb&iacute;ews and Not&iacute;ces.

A Practicol Treatise on Inflammation of the Uterus and its

Appendages, and on Ulceration and Induration of the Neck of
the Uterus. By JantES Henry BENNET, M.D., Physician-
Accoucheur to the Western General Dispensary; formerly
House-Physician (by Concours) to the Hospitals St. Louis,
Notre Dame de la Pitie, and La Salpetriere, Paris. Second
Edition. London. 1849. 8vo, pp. 527.

THE art of reviewing is of truly British growth. The German

reviewer, descending into infinitesimal details, writes folios
on a pamphlet. The Frenchman, carried away by the im-
pulse of his strong feelings, writes a diatribe or a panegyric;
while the sterling impartiality and common sense of the Eng-
lish character, makes an Englishman a thoroughly good re-
viewer.
But even amongst ourselves reviews are very different.

There is the hymn of praise sung by the toady or the innocent
pupil, or the unjust report which falls from the pen of a con-
cealed malignant enemy.
We have too much respect for our readers and Dr. Bennet

to adopt either line of conduct, and shall find so much to com.
mend, that we shall not hesitate to disapprove when we feel
it our duty. Before we enter upon our task, we must be per-
mitted to make a few preliminary observations.
Whatever may be our own merits as practitioners, we must

confess, that to the French we award the credit of all those
modern improvements which have given precision to dia-

gnosis. What Corvisart and Laennec did for the diseases of the
chest by the habitual use of the pleximeter and the stethoscope,
Recamier did for diseases of the womb by the invention of the
speculum.

Until the application of physical means of investigation to
the study of diseases of the womb, the most dissimilar states
were confounded under the name of leucorrhoea; all was
doubt and uncertainty in diagnosis-doubt and uncertainty in ’,
treatment. The field opened by Professor Recamier was sub-
sequently cultivated by Duparque, Columbat, Gendrin, Jobert
de Lamballe, and many of their contemporaries in Paris. The 

writings and practice of these eminent men have afforded the i
best aids in the study of uterine diseases, and Dr. Bennet has 
sufficiently proved that he had well profited by such oppor-
tunities, by publishing, soon after his return to England in
1845, the first edition of the present work.
On the appearance of that work, the knowledge of uterine

pathology in England was exactly similar to what it was in
France previous to Professor Recamier’s advocacy of the
speculum uteri. Sir Charles Clarke’s treatise on " Discharges"
was the text-book of the profession, and although the practi-
tioners were in the habit of looking at and cauterizing ulcers in
the throat, the possibility of looking at, or the necessity of
Cauterizing, ulcers of the womb, was not even admitted, and
the high tone of morality which distinguishes us from other
nations long caused many practitioners to act as if they firmly
believed that it was far better for women to lead a life of misery
than to owe their recovery to a mode of treatment which re-

quired the inspection of a hidden sore. Reasoning so absurd,
however backed by honourable prejudices, could not long stand
against common sense. The investigation of uterine diseases

has continued to gain ground; it has modified the practice of
the first practitioners in London, however much they may
publicly protest against French innovations, and it has bad still
more effect on the practice and writings of the distinguished
men who lead the medical profession in Scotland and in Ireland.
Such has undoubtedly been the effect of Dr. Bennet’s able
exposition of French practice in uterine diseases. The second
edition of our author’s work is more voluminous, and much
more important.
When we reviewed the first edition, we commended a dis-

tinguished pupil, echoing the opinions we had received; we
must now accept him as a teacher, and after considering his
work in itself, we would compare it to works on the same sub-
jects in England and in France, if our time permitted.

Dr. Bennet’s second edition is decidedly the best treatise on "
Inflammation of the Womb. One of its principal merits is the
distinction clearly established between inflammation of the
body and inflammation of the neck of the womb. This dis-
tinction was not unknown to the ancients, for Paulus -ZEgineta
and JEtius call scirrhus the chronic inflammation of the body
of the womb, and seleroma that of its neck.

This distinction was again revived in France : it is clearly
established in several passages of Duparque’s and Columbat’s
works on Diseases of the Womb; and it was still more to be

learnt from the oral instructions of the French professors of
the present day; for even our very slight acquaintance with
the French school affords us the recollection of our having
seen, at the Hotel Dieu, in 1837, Professor Trousseau apply
Vienna paste to an ulcerated neck of the womb.

The shaft of the womb, as the old English authors used to
call the neck, presents to us a structure distinct from that of
its body, as well as a separate cavity, a special mucous mem-
brane, peculiar follicles, and peculiar morbid growths. These
anatomical conditions have been lately very accurately de-
scribed by Dr. Eugene Forget; and our author has admirably
described the effects of inflammation on the cervix uteri, as
well as the symptoms and terminations of the disease, and has
well shown that the French practitioners frequently call that
internal metritis, which is, in reality, inflammation of the
mucous membrane lining the cavity of the neck of the womb.
"The result of a careful examination of all the cases of

inflammation of the cervix uteri that I have seen during the
last three years, amounting to between five and six hundred,
with reference to this point, has shown me that in the im-
mense majority the inflammation does not extend into the
cavity of the uterus. I have been led to this conclusion by
the observation of the following facts:--Firstly. The dilatation
which invariably accompanies inflammation of the cavity of
the cervix does not, generally speaking, extend to the in-
ternal constricted point, or os internum,’ the latter remaining
contracted, so as not to allow the free admission of the sound
into the uterine cavity. Secondly. Therapeutical means carried
so far only as the morbid dilatation exists, or to the os inter-
num, effectually cure the inflammation, and put a stop to the
discharge."--pp. 46,47.
Not content with studying the disease when the organs of

generation are in full activity, Dr. Bennet establishes the
existence of the disease in the virgin, and in the woman who
has ceased to menstruate. The ulceration of the neck of the

womb, in virgin females, had not been noticed by French
pathologists at the time when Dr. Bennet’s first edition ap-
peared, neither had he then detected the frequency of this in-
flammation. More extended experience enables him to say-
"Not only may inflammation and ulceration of the uterine

neck exist in the virgin female, but it does exist, and not very
unfrequently, if I may judge by the results which consultation
and dispensary practice have latterly afforded me."-p. 160.

" In many of the instances which I have seen of ulceration
in the virgin female, the most prominent symptom has been
dysmenorrhea in a very severe form. Indeed, as I have
stated above, I am convinced that most of the cases of ex-
treme and obstinate dysmenorrhoea, and disordered menstru-
ation, which are at last considered hopeless, and are merely
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palliated by narcotics, will be found, on careful scrutiny,
to be cases of ulcerative inflammation of the uterine neck."-
p.164.
An engraving of the appearance of the ulcerated and hy per-

trophied virgin cervix is given in the work.
It is impossible to deny the existence of ulceration of the

neck of the womb in the virgin, but to =assert " that to this
condition are to be referred most of the severe forms of

dysmenorrhoea which resist the ordinary modes of treatment,
and most of the cases of inveterate leucorrhcea in the virgin,
which are connected with great debility," seems to us a bold
assertion; and as it is, under one shape or another, repeated
three or four times in as many pages, we do not like to deny
the assumed frequency, but can only assert that it does not

tally with our own more limited experience, and must there-
fore remain as a subject to be decided by future researches.
The determination of this point is of extensive importance,
because the frequency of ulceration of the cervix implies the
equally frequent, necessity of an operative examination in
virgins, as well as the division of the hymen-preliminary
operations, which are too contrary to our feelings and pre-
judices to be resorted to in any but extreme cases. But

it would be ridiculously unfair to blame Dr. Bennet for pro-
ceeding to this extremity in certain cases wherein the most
delicate-minded obstetricians of the good old English school
are not afraid of sticking up voluminous pessaries into the
vagina of virgins. When uterine polypi drain a patient
of her blood, is she to be allowed to die rather than submit to
the division of that membrane which is emblematic of vir-

ginity!
Dr. Boys de Loury was, it appears, the, first to detect in-

flamiiiation of the neck of the womb in pregnant women;
Dr. Costilhes was the first to bring it conspicuously before the
profession, in his Thesis; but Dr. Bennet has more fully shown
that it is " the most frequent general cause of laborious preg-
; mancy, obstinate sickness, abortions, and haemorrhage."
With regard to the symptoms of ulceration of the neck of
the womb, Dr. Bennet proves that it produces amenorrhoea,
dysmenorrhoaa, menorrhagia, leucorrhosa, sterility; and so far
we agree with him; but, not content with this, he seems to i

. assert that ulceration of the neck of the womb is the o22ly 
’

cause of diseases of menstruation; for in the whole of the work,
and particularly in the chapter wherein diseases of menstrua-
tion are specially treated of, he scarcely, if ever, alludes to the
possibility of their being produced by any other cause, and it
is only at the end of a paragraph on sterility, (p. 289,) that he
parenthetically mentions ovarian inflammation as a possible
additional cause of this infirmity.
And this leads us to what we consider to be the principal

defect in the work before us. We opine that in a work of 527
pages on Inflammation of the Womb, some few pages should
have been devoted to the investigation of the actual import-
ance of that organ in the midst of those which together con-
stitute the generative apparatus, so as to establish whether it
is the sole and independent organ of generation, or whether it
is in any way dependent on some other essential organs of
generation-the ovaries. This omission is to be regretted,

. because, as Dr. Bennet has completely overlooked the im-
portance of the ovaries in a physiological point of view, he
likewise overlooks their importance in a pathological point of
view. Dr. Bennet has, it is true, written an interesting
chapter on the Inflammation of the Uterine Appendages. He
admits that metritis is a natural termination of this inflam-
mation, and has given a case wherein cauterization of the neck
of the womb brought on acute ovaritis; but even after these
admissions, when minutely considering metritis in all its dif-
ferent bearings, we find no investigation or opinions on this
point. And as he did not remind the reader of the physio-
logical value of the ovary which gives to the womb its power
of action, and the ovum it is to act on, so he likewise omits to

mention, in his otherwise careful chapter on the Causes of
Metritis, the inflammatory stimulus which may be first set up
in the ovaries, and from these organs descend into the womb-
a fact admitted by some pathologists, and advocated by Dr. Tilt
in the valuable papers on Ovarian Inflammation which we

published last year in THE LAXCET&mdash;a fact which at least
deserved discussion.

In this point of view, only, it seems to us that the work is
defective; for, ignoring the labours of modern physiologists,
it still ascribes to the uterus its old traditionary supremacy,
and might convey a wrong impression to the student by teach-
ing him to believe that the uterus is the only important organ
of the generative system, and that the neck of the womb is
the centre of all those sympathies which connect the organs
of generation with the rest of the body.
These remarks are certainly warranted by Dr. Bennet’s

chapter on Diseases of Menstruation, for these diseases are
there all ascribed to ulceration of the neck of the womb as
their plimary cause, and the degree of frequency of this cause
is said to be so great, as to lead the uninitiated to believe that
there can be no other. We think it would have been judi-
cious to have alluded, at least, to the probable share of the
ovaries, as well as the uterus, in the matter, and to have in-
quired whether their diseases entailed diseases of menstrua-
tion, either by their own immediate influence, or by their xe-
action on the womb.
We turn with pleasure from this, our main point of vari-

ance with our author, to other subjects whereon we perfectly
agree.

All that he has stated in opposition to the fatal influence
of the mechanical school, which of late years has gained
ground in London practice, is most true. What can be
more philosophical than the following explanation of displace-
ments.

11 If the cervix, not being very voluminous, is only deviated
backwards, and does not press upon the rectum, so far from
the displacement giving rise to serious symptoms, I do not &pound;
think it occasions any, or that the patient is made aware of
its existence by any abnormal sensations. The morbid
symptoms which have been described as the result of this

displacement are, in reality, the symptoms of the inflamma-
tory and ulcerative disease which occasions it, and which is
nearly always in full activity when the displacement is re-
cognised. To regard inflammation and ulceration and the
local functional and general symptoms in these cases as the
result of the displacement, is an utter delusion; it is simply to
substitute cause for effect."-p. 296.
Our space will only permit us to direct the reader’s atten-

tion to an interesting chapter on Syphilitic Lesions of the
Cervix Uteri, and to one still more interesting, on Uterine
Cancer, wherein Dr. Bennet shows that inflammation of the
neck of the womb, which is by many treated as leucorrhoea, has
been evidently, by Drs. Ashwell, Churchill, and Montgomery,
confounded with cancerous ulceration. Neither can we do more
than express our most cordial approval of the long and inte-
resting chapter on the Treatment of Uterine Inflammation,
and more particularly of the passages relative to the abuse of
leeches, as prescribed by certain practitioners, who, being too
much occupied to apply them, order a course of leeching as
they would a course of medicine. We also agree with Dr.
Bennet in his observations on the inutility of the metro-
tome.
We have purposely omitted to review an interesting chapter

on Inflammation of the Uterine Appendages, not because the
subject was evidently considered by the author as an ap-
pendage to his Treatise on Inflammation of the "’B7 omb, but on
account of our having just received a new Treatise on Diseases
of Menstruation and on Ovarian Inflammation, and that in
reviewing this work we shall be obliged to repair the omis-
sion.
In conclusion, we can safely affirm that Dr. Bennet’s work

is a model in its style of composition, and divested completely
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of any controversial asperity. Howsoevcr practitioners may
differ from Dr. Bennet in some of his conclusions, all unpre-
judiced readers, and every honest reviewer, will admit that
he has communicated his views in a lucid, candid, and praise-
worthy manner; and we are firmly of opinion, that in propor-
tion as a knowledge of uterine diseases becomes more appre-
ciated, this work will be proportionally established as a text-
book in the profession.

A -3ficroseopic Examination of the 11’ater Supplied to the Inha-
bitants o,j’ London. Illustrated by coloured Plates. By
ARTHUR HILL HASSALL, tLB., F.L.S. 8vo, pp. 67. London:
Highley.

AT the present time, when the supply of water to this metro-
polis is attracting so much attention, Dr. Hassall’s work, con-
taining, as it does, a great deal of original observation and re-
search, cannot fail to be highly interesting,both to the general
and professional reader. Independently of its importance in
a sanitary point of view, the work is valuable as a contribu-
tion to natural history, on account of the great variety of
forms of animal and vegetable productions with which the
author found the Thames water to be teeming. These he has
delineated in a number of beautifully-executed and coloured
engravings. The sewage water which enters the Thames in
such abundance, in the neighbourhood of London, supplies
the material for the growth of the microscopic animals and
plants, and they are found to be less numerous as the distance
from the town increases, whether up or down the stream,
being found in smaller quantities at Woolwich and at Brent-
ford than in the vicinity of Hungerford-bridge. The species,
also, of the prevailing animalcules and algae differ, in a curious
manner, in the various parts of the river. In addition to the

living beings met with by the author, in the Thames water,
he has found various substances, which are washed down the I
sewers from the privies and water-closets of London, such as I
the cells of the potato, fragments of the husks, hairs, and ’,
down of wheat, and also yellowish striated fibres, respecting
which we quote the following passage:- !

"Its frequent resemblance to muscular fibre has already been
noticed, and struck me as so remarkable as to lead to the
suspicion of its organic nature. The little effect produced by
the application of re-agents, confirmed me in this idea, and
the absence of charring by concentrated sulphuric acid, showed
me that it was most probably an animal substance. It then
occurred to me to make a microscopic examination of some
human excrement, and in this I immediately detected the
matter in question in great abundance, and in a more perfect
condition than in sewer water. It now became evident that
the ochreous substance of sewer water is really muscular
fibre, broken into short fragments, altered by digestion, and
highly tinged by the biliary fluid; that the colouring matter
is bile is shown by the use of nitric acid, which causes the
ochreous matter to give out the pink tint characteristic of the
biliary secretion:’-p. 8.
Dr. Hassall found the same objects in the water when sup-

plied to the public by those companies who obtain the water
from the Thames, as in the river itself. The animalcules and
other objects were, to be sure, much less in number in the
water supplied on the north side of the Thames; but in that of
the Southwark, Vauxhall, and Lambeth Companies, which
supply the inhabitants on the south side of the river, they
were as numerous as in the Thames water itself. Speaking of
the water of the Vauxhall Company, the author says,&mdash;
When I first saw the water of the Southwark Company, I

thought it as bad as it could be, but this far exceeded it in the
peculiarly repulsive character of its living contents."-p. 12.

Dr. Hassall finds that some of the smaller animalcules and
a great number of ova pass through all the filters in ordinary
use. He examines the various schemes for affording a better
supply of water to the metropolis, and gives the preference to
the Henley-on-Thames plan. Not that the water at Henley is
free from organic matter, or animal and vegetable life, but
because it is soft, and much purer than that at present in use,

and might be rendered still better by diverting the sewerage
of Oxford and Reading from the river.
We consider that no unobjectionable plan for supplying the

whole of London with water has yet been advanced; but that
is no reason why some plan for affording clean water to the
district on the south of the Thames should not at once be put
in force. This district is separated geographically from the
rest of London. It is here that the water is in the most re-

pulsive condition, and after the connexion that was shown to
exist between this water and the prevalence of cholera-a
connexion since confirmed by the tables of the registrar-
general-the remedy ought to be no longer delayed.
The manner in which this work has been got up, and is

issued to the profession and the public, is particularly credit-
able to Mr. Highley, the publisher. A task of much nicety
and delicacy has been executed with strict artistic skill.

Tic Douloureux, and other Painful Affections of the Nerves, withTic Douloureux, and other Painful Affections of the Nerves, itit7&
Suggestions for their Treatment by Means of the Aneuralgicon.
By TOOGOOD DOWNING, M.D.,&c. London: Churchill. 1849.
pp.73.

THE substance of this little brochure appeared as an original
communication in THE LANCET of Jan. 13,1849. The chief

point of Dr. Downing’s essay is his proposal of a new method
of treatment, by the ingenious instrument he has constructed
Without neglecting general treatment, this physician lays
great stress upon the use of local remedies, in the form of
vapour. Though tic douloureux is undoubtedly, in the

majority of cases, a constitutional disorder, yet the alleviation
of the local pain, which, after its long persistence, has a ten*
dency to become merely local, is of the utmost importance. We
have already given, in the paper referred to, a woodcut and
description of the Aneuralgicon. By its means, Dr. Downing
douches neuralgic organs with a jet of vapour strongly im-
pregnated bybelladonna,henbane,hyoscyamus, cannabis indica,
and other narcotics, and, as he states, with remarkably good
effects. This mode of applying remedies well deserves an ex-
tended trial, and if, in other hands, it should be found to equal
in its effects the results detailed in Dr. Downing’s little
work,-and which we see no reason whatever to doubt,-this
physician will have done good service towards alleviating
one of the most obstinate and painful maladies which can be
met with in practice.

SMALL-POX TWICE IN THE SAME PERSON.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-During the last month I had under my care a case of
small-pox, the disease having occurred twice in the same in-
dividual, in five years.
A young girl, thirteen years of age, whose parents reside

in Long-lane, Smithfield, had returned from the Borough, after
a visit of some few weeks, when she was seized with small-
pox. When I first saw her, there was very little eruption on-
the skin. The disease, however, soon developed itself, and
proved to be a severe attack of variola, of the distinct kind.
At first there was some doubt expressed, by the patient’
friends, as to the correctness of my diagnosis, as they stated
she had an attack of the same kind five years ago, and which
had left the usual marks on the face, arms, &c., the result of
this very disagreeable complaint. Her mother informed ma
(to use her own words) " her daughter was vaccinated on both
arms when an infant, and successfully."
There can be no doubt that vaccination has proved a great

boon to mankind, and the profession agree, or nearly so, that
if not a decided prophylactic against small-pox, it modifres
and guards it off for a time. In this instance, however, it
would appear that variola itself was no preventive. I am
not aware of anything remarkable in the case, further than
the disease having attacked a young person twice in so short
a period. I have seen some hundreds of cases, but never met
with a similar one before, although I believe variola does oc-
casionally attack individuals twice in their lifetime.

I am. Sir. vour obedient senant.
EDWIN BISHOP.London, March, 1850.


